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INTRODUCTION

The Philippines Partnership for Sustainable Agriculture (PPSA) is a multi-stakeholder partnership 
platform initiated by Grow Asia, a regional platform for inclusive and sustainable agriculture 
development in Southeast Asia catalyzed by the World Economic Forum and the ASEAN 
Secretariat. Grow Asia’s goal is to reach smallholder farmers in ASEAN through its Country 
Partnerships like the PPSA to improve farmer incomes, farm productivity, and environmental 
sustainability. PPSA was formally launched by Grow Asia together with the Philippine Department 
of Agriculture and through the collective efforts of various stakeholders.

Today, PPSA has brought together more than 70 organizations, reaching more than 100,000 
smallholders through commodity Working Groups focused on Coconut, Coffee, Corn, Vegetables, 
and Fisheries as well as cross-cutting/thematic Working Group on Agri-financing and the Grow 
Asia Learning Alliance (GALA) program. 

The GALA program aims to connect research institutes to agribusinesses in our network with the 
objective of increasing the application of valuable research findings in agriculture value chains, 
to scale their development impact. Under the GALA program, with the support from the IDRC, 
PPSA is holding its Biosecurity Threats in Agriculture Webinar Series, a four-part webinar series 
that runs from May to June 2020. This webinar series aims to tackle three of biosecurity threats 
currently present and is affecting our country’s smallholder growers, namely – Fall Armyworm, 
African Swine Fever, and the Avian Flu.

BACKGROUND

At the regional level, the ASEAN Agricultural Ministers at the ASEAN Special SOM-40th AMAF 
in August 2019 and the PrepSOM-41st AMAF in October 2019 discussed the importance 
of developing regional  cooperation to address the problem of FAW and requested Viet Nam 
to develop a concept proposal for submission to ASEAN Sectoral Working Group on Crops 
(ASWGC). The SOM-AMAF also requested Grow Asia to work with the ASEAN Secretariat, Viet 
Nam and ASWGC in developing a regional framework to address the FAW. In following up, Grow 
Asia in collaboration with MARD-Viet Nam and the ASEAN Secretariat as well as FAO RAP (as a 
technical partner) is now initiating work to develop an ASEAN Fall Armyworm Action Plan.

The first webinar of the two-part FAW series focused on the ASEAN Fall Armyworm Action Plan. 
Our main speaker, Dr. Alison Watson, presented the initial agreed upon plans at the ASEAN 
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SOM AMAF level. Inputs and recommendations from Philippines stakeholders on how they can 
contribute to this regional initiative, as well as how these regional plans can be adopted in the 
country were also discussed. In the Question and Answer session, Dr. Watson was joined by Dr. 
Jedeliza Ferrater, and entomologist to provide insights and answers to the technical question from 
the participants. This webinar also established the momentum on FAW discussions that helped 
springboard to the next topic that will be focusing on the technical aspects of FAW.

SPEAKERS’ PROFILE

We invited two speakers as we achieved the expected outcome of this webinar. 

 

ATTENDEES’ PROFILE

The ASEAN Action Plan on Fall Armyworm Control webinar series was attended by 47 
representatives from different sectors. Majority of them are from the private sector and 
government, few were from the civil societies while there were proportions coming from other 
sectors.  Attendees have some knowledge on the fall armyworm with few people have expert 
knowledge about the pest. 

Result of the poll is presented here: 

Representation 

Dr. Alison Watson is the Program Manager 
for Grow Asia on the ASEAN Action Plan on Fall 
Armyworm Control. As Program Manager, Dr. 
Watson oversees the final development of the 
Regional Action Plan designed to help bring a 
coordinated multi-stakeholder approach to helping 
stakeholders across the region, at all levels, 
respond to, monitor and manage FAW.

Dr. Jedeliza Ferrater is the Plant Pathology 
and Entomology Head of East-West Seed (EWS). 
Dubbed as the “FAW lady of the Philippines”, 
Dr. Ferrater is passionate about integrated pest 
management and shares her expertise by doing 
extension work for farmers in different parts of the 
country. Dr. Ferrater earned her doctoral degree on 
Entomology at Waganigen University of Technology. 
She provided inputs and answers to the technical 
questions from the attendees of the webinar.

Attendees’ Knowledge



PRESENTATION DECK

Presentation deck can be downloaded through https://bit.ly/PPSAFAW1Deck.





Q&A DISCUSSION 

On the Action Plan

• How do organizations get involved with the ASEAN Action Plan if they are interested in 
participating in it?

We’re welcoming any expressions of interest. We are interested in collecting information on what 
is happening in every country across ASEAN so that we can build up a network. One of the very 
first actions of the plan when it is implemented is to create a knowledge and innovation hub. Part 
of that will be around creating a network of interested keen organizations and stakeholders that 
wanting to be involved in the action plan. There will be more information coming out soon. If you 
are interested, just email me (alisonwatsonnz@gmail.com) and I will record that in the database.  

• Who is funding the Action Plan?

It is a very ambitious action plan. What we need to do is to get agreement on the final proposal 
which we are aiming to do on the 19th of May. Once we have that agreement, we will be going 
out and doing funding calls and doing a dedicated three-month process of seeking funding for 
different parts of the project. Funding is likely to come from a number of different stakeholders 
including other international organizations, other countries that are working on this, other research 
institutions and also innovative public-private partnerships.

• Are we working with the Philippines Government on this regional approach?

Yes, definitely and we want to develop that relationship further. Obviously, there are key parts and 
there is sort of a project owner of this regional approach. The regional action plan consultation 
has gone out to the special working group on crops and also expert’s working group. Those 
officials will be all invited to the 19th of May in addition to having provided comment on the draft 
which is just closing. But I think once it gets signed off and approved at regional level, that will be 
the key time to be engaging very vigorously and on that high-level task force, there’ll be an official 
representing the government of the Philippines. 



• Who will be coordinating this in-country?

Coordination will be done at a regional level. It is around coordinating the networks and the 
communication and the resources and sharing that from a regional level across all the countries. 
That will be done sort of separately from a Secretariat from the coordination desk. At a national 
level, what the plan asks for is for a representative of the government to actually sit on the task 
force and actually helped oversee the implementation of all the action plan. At a national level, 
the action plan at a regional level wants to really reach out closely and see what’s happening and 
actually sit down with each government and decide where would be the best places that it can 
actually help with. It would maybe around be providing policy advice around what is happening 
in other countries. It may be around facilitating information sharing. From other countries, it may 
be around looking at specific projects that would make sense to actually run in the Philippines. 

It will be a two-way communication process. It also needs to be multi-stakeholder. Stakeholders 
within the country can also engage with the regional plan and come at it from a private sector 
perspective as well.

• What is the status now of this action plan? 

At the moment, we’re just closing all our consultation process. Tomorrow we have the very last 
day for any last-minute comments from any of the experts that we’ve engaged in the expert 
working group, but also the official feedback from the ASEAN countries that have been invited. 
Once we have all that final feedback on the second draft, we will then present it to countries on 
the sixth of May. At that point that, we have around two weeks to be considering it. We hope to run 
through bilateral discussions, to answer any additional questions countries might have or officials 
from countries might have and then we will have a plenary session on the 19th of May which will 
be public and people will be able to listen in to some keynote speakers around fall army worm, 
but also see the presentation of the action plan to officials formally. 

• If the Action Plan will be implemented by the government, would it be impacted by the 
current COVID-19 pandemic? if so, do we have alternative plans?  

The key point of the action plan is implemented at a regional level. It is up to your national 
government to decide what works best in the Philippines. For example, they will set what their 
priorities are and they will set their own task force and the regional plan of action is there to support 
them to provide them resources and coordination of other information from other countries where 
fall army worm has been established for many years. 

So, will it be impacted by COVID? I think everything is impacted by the COVID at the moment 
specifically. I think it will take a little bit longer to get some of the long-term or medium to long-term 
research actions started just because everyone is focused on immediate short-term problems at 
the moment. What we hope to do is to help governments to give them signals in the first six to 18 
months on what the key things are that they can do right now that would really make a difference. 
We would also like to sit down with governments and find out how the ASEAN action plan can 
help them in the next 6 to 18 months implement their priorities.



• Will financial sectors be involved as part of the stakeholders, including agriculture 
insurance companies across ASEAN?

Yes, I think that would be very useful. And in fact, we did have a couple people from the financial 
sector participate in expert working group just to give us some ideas around what might be needed. 
There was discussion around crop insurance for example, and also other financial services that 
could be very useful in partnering with stakeholders particularly with smallholder farmers and 
helping them manage the risk of fall army worm. So years then we would welcome to Have those 
stakeholders reach out to us with the with their details and then we can definitely add that to the 
network going forward.

• While we look at the ASEAN, how are you considering FAW implications and developments 
in other parts of the world? How do these form part of the overall plan?

One of its main objectives is to learn from what has happened in other parts of the world and in 
particular to learn from areas or regions of the world where this pest is from. In the Americas, they 
have been dealing with this pest for hundreds of years. It’s not new so we don’t have to reinvent 
the wheel. There’s lots of learnings it that have come out of Africa as well where that has been 
recently established. We need to really focus on what can we learn from all of that experience and 
all of the resources and all of the technology that has been thrown at that pest and all those other 
regions. What we can learn from that and how we can apply that in the context of the ASEAN 
region are important because we don’t want to reinvent the wheel we want to be efficient, we want 
to be effective, we want to be innovative for our region and make sure we do things better. We 
also want to make sure that we do things that work for ASEAN as well and for ASEAN farmers. 
So that’s one key part. 

The other key part is making sure that we are aligned as to how we implement the FAO Global 
plan. FAO announced an extremely exciting International Global plan at the end of last year and 
we see the ASEAN action plan as part of a regional implementation of their plan. I think it’s all 
heading in the right direction. It’s extremely exciting to see all the stakeholders coming together. 
We had excellent feedback and support from not only across the region, but from the experts that 
have been brought on from international, far away as Brazil, the US and Europe. There’s been 
a huge amount of effort that has gone into this plan from the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development of Vietnam. It is extremely exciting to see what’s going to happen over the next two 
weeks as we bring it to the close of the development, but the start of an exciting initiative

On the technical side of FAW

• Is this the same pest destroying the yellow granex?

The specie that attacks yellow granex which is an onion is Spodoptera exigua while for fall 
armyworm is Spodoptera frugiperda. They are different species, but they have same genus in 
Spodoptera. 

• Is FAW also affecting GM corn in the Philippines?

My work for the private sector is focused on sweet corn and waxy corn, which we may refer 
as table corn. I have no direct exposure to GM corn actually, but to my knowledge all GM corn 



planted in the field has a refuge seeds which is the part of the plant where there are is no BT gene 
on it. So, they are still vulnerable to Fall Armyworm. 

• Our existing policies and regulations are not encouraging the private sector to import 
pheromone lures in our biological control agents. Are there other controls in the Philippines 
that we can use already?

Yes, definitely. Although the fall army worm in the Philippines has been first spotted in June 2019, 
the private sector such as East-West Seed have been proactively campaigning biorationals on 
top of synthetic chemicals since March 2019. But unfortunately, there are limitations in terms of 
using biorationals and biochemicals. Farmers are frustrated about it because they cannot easily 
access these biochemicals. I think that is something that we need to act about. We need to ease 
up regulations on importation of pheromone lures as they are effective treatments because it is 
one component of integrated pest management. We have been doing field studies for neem oil 
for Spodoptera of onion and it is really effective. There are already commercial neem oil available, 
different brands. I’m not advocating any kind of brand just go to the agricultural supply store and 
inquire. Days ago, there was an article release discussing that neem is very important pest control 
measure and it could compete with synthetic chemicals in terms of controlling fall armyworm. 

• Would you recommend the use of agricultural drones for FAW management?

I have no experience in the operation of drones for pesticides, but for me knowing the pest, it 
could help when we use it during the night and when the corn is already taller than us. It’s very 
hard to go to the field and enter and spray. So, I think it could help us, that is my opinion. But 
I advocate that aside from synthetic pesticides, we can use neem oil or other biorationals or 
biological insecticides. I’m open to the drone as long as we both give equal opportunity for the 
biologicals in the synthetic to be used in the drones. 

• Aside from corn, what are the other host plants of FAW? 

FAW could eat rice. I also received some private messages on Facebook and emails that they 
observed fall armyworm in eggplant and in pumpkin or squash. But definitely they can also eat 80 
other different crops such as cotton, vegetables, and watermelon. 

INSIGHTS
- What are your biggest concerns about FAW?
- What would you like more information on?
- What is important for the success of regional and national action on FAW?

Dr. Jedeliza Ferrater, East-West Seed
My biggest concern is FAW is now rapidly spreading throughout the country and I have received 
a lot of reports already that is not just affecting the corn crop but also vegetable crops as well. On 
information campaign, I think what we are doing right now for FAW is not as intense as we do for 
COVID-19 pandemic. The information that our farmers have is not enough. If you don’t know the 
enemy you don’t know how to beat the enemy. In the Philippines, we have not really sit down as 
a multi stakeholder group – the government the private sector, the corn seed industry. We were 
supposed to meet in the middle of March. But because the lockdown started, we were not able 
to do that. For that meeting, I was supposed to expect like we draft a structure on an organized 



skim on how we will beat fall army worm from national level up to the local small village where 
the farmer needs assistance. I think we don’t have that in place yet. We have materials how to 
beat army worm, but it’s still on paper. We have not trained really in-depth our farm or agriculture 
extension workers. 

Roberto Acosta, International Rice Research Institute 
Somehow, the issue on FAW has been focus out with the issue of COVID-19. I recognize that 
there have been a lot of discussions and work on the ground but we are not consolidating them 
to form a unified action towards battling this new problem. Hopefully with the end of the lockdown 
in addition to the COVID, those who are who are into this can initiate efforts to somehow offer 
solutions to this problem. Because of COVID, we realized our problem on food security and with 
FAW, our problems on that have been heightened. So, I’m just hoping that all the actors, all the 
different sectors who can work different solutions not necessarily solve but at least minimize the 
problem can get their act together so that we can form a united front against FAW.



NEXT IN THE BIOSECURITY THREATS IN AGRICULTURE WEBINAR SERIES

Register here: https://bit.ly/PPSAFAW2

Register here: https://bit.ly/PPSAASF Register here: https://bit.ly/PPSAAvianFlu



About PPSA

The Philippines Partnership for Sustainable Agriculture (PPSA) is a multi-stakeholder partnership 
platform initiated by Grow Asia, a regional platform for inclusive and sustainable agriculture 
development in Southeast Asia catalyzed by the World Economic Forum and the ASEAN 
Secretariat. Grow Asia’s goal is to reach smallholder farmers in ASEAN through its Country 
Partnerships like the PPSA to improve farmer incomes, farm productivity, and environmental 
sustainability. PPSA was formally launched by Grow Asia together with the Philippine Department 
of Agriculture and through the collective efforts of various stakeholders.

Today, PPSA has brought together more than 70 organizations, reaching more than 100,000 
smallholders through commodity Working Groups focused on Coconut, Coffee, Corn, Vegetables, 
and Fisheries as well as cross-cutting/thematic Working Group on Agri-financing and the Grow 
Asia Learning Alliance (GALA) program. 

About Grow Asia

Grow Asia was established by the World Economic Forum in collaboration with the ASEAN 
Secretariat, to convene, facilitate and help scale action-focused partnerships in Southeast Asia. 
Our goal is to lift smallholder productivity, profitability and environmental sustainability. 


